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eyond 32 Street:

New Visions of Koreatown in Manhattan

i

Do-Yong Um

wal runs Naw York City. Patential énargy to make thair
2 lue keeps people pursuing hard work in |e gty The ity
has been a gate for those who came: to the Stales with 2 dream but yet it
does not provide the space for diverse people to celebrate the dream

Time Travel s to actvate the dream, a potertial onergy generater through
a journgy batween ihe spaces of past, present and fulure on tha two walls
of thié sonndeched Bullding 'aces north and south of the 32 Steet axs
The program of Ime ravel incudes mutiple exhibison spaces and a the-
ater along wih elevated circiation in the siraet axs

Hongman Zo

The dsinct between Fifth Avenue and Broadway on 327 stroet in
Mearhattan 5 one of the most epresentative Korealown: New York City
and tha vicnity, Thiz region can be descrited as the main Korean retail,
fashion, and shopping ares n M oty

Compared 1o olher densely Korean-populated teritonies, such as
Fhushing, Queens, ard Brcad Avenue in Palisace Park. New Jersay, this
place is playing o role: & 21%-cantury version of Tyfa-geor™ an anclent
Korean-style streel marke! place - where mass-production, sensungstion
and recroation e accurming ofl the time, 24 hours, T days & wask

With the undaniable fact that the most pravalent architecture typa in this
epoch & offics e and commercial buildings, it is reedioss lo say that
1he best way 10 iImprove and rectaim the highly developed commaercal dis-
irict is fo intensify the commercial fealumes it already possessee G
sommg urban-architecural provisions and Impiements which haip to rein-
force commercial charactenstics, this zone will become 8 mone atiractve
peasant, well-functioning high-rise, high-chense manor for mass procud-
lion, consumption and amusament

Settng up andther ground lovel verfically slackad on the sxisting one and
making more sicredronts on tho now ground leval using voets typically
found in upper Manhatian sheuld be the prager soluton for sirengiharing
the leatures mentoned above.

Jeang Hyun Yoon + Yoon Gyeo Jang

The Getz, which is (ocaled a1 i énd of a boundary in any wban or anchitectural
WES 3 VY MOnumenta and symoclic archite apect which con.
ripted vatious movemenis such as human and venices kenctionally. i parbicu-
ar, il hes been one of the inpoerant physica slements in majar archileciural
space in East Asia and i also idenif ry wlemant, which has 3 neu-
on Befween inner and outer sgace.

n presert, as the cly is growing mone and more, the boundary of the ity 5
deatroyed and may be obscured i urban area, which rmeans is imit or roie s
changed, &t least in the metropolitan ciy, The meaning of the gale is Solated,
wroched, and loaes its onginal contents and formality. Aciually eds 10 be
ghvea o new roke and function in the new & al situation

n this propesal, the Memery Accurnulation Device as an wban thies 5
defined, not a5 a peripheral subsistence oul of the center but an essenbal parnt
of the centes, futhenmore the certer, itsel. The relation ef each of the boxes
links toimages and memaries of Koreatown and its value. And it makes an enor-
mous networking systcm from Mew York City, where many Korean immigranis
are iving, 13 the homaland, Koroa

Finally, ths now throshold addrosses what Korestown reeds, now it is shown,
and e it urban idaniity, potentisl and possindity, and Konean culture as wall

Jin Hwang

Tha spaady concentraton of popuistion 1o the so-callad "Wega-City™ or ghly Urbanized City.” which Sontaing vancus
maans of producton within it. was ignited by the incessant progress of tha industrialzed socety since the industrial rev-
oiution

Henca, the estrangerment batwean anviconment (nature) and architectura = magnified by the artificks *high donsily” er
“high-rise” environment.  This adificial enviconment wis creatad by the modemization of city equipment and atso by
offensive (aggressiva) archdecture. This & why we wha live in Maw York City. a center of economy, culture, and city,
face such & fragmentary exampla.

Tharefodm, | have created & maiful new place that embodios the energy and optimism of New York City, espedially
Koneaiown, oy ulilizing the area's infrastruciure and distnc! e ereate a system park,  This will allow space for dffarent
programs of differant scales, o provide identity and creata value for Koreatown

Bockduk Juang

The hearland of the Korean-American expanence can be said 1o be on 32+
Sitresed, one street below towesing Empire State Bulding. For many Horean
immigrants. this ene but long block stretching from Broadway to Fifth Avenua
provides respiie from ihelr enduring effort In rying to acapt 1o this foreign culture
and fanguago. Mo other streel in Amarica can boast so many Korsan restau
rants. bars. supermarkeis, hair salons. karacke. accountants. architects.
lawyers, import/export firms. banks and many more. To mainstream Americans,
this simeet has besn officaly recogrized as New York City's Koreatown.
However, for most Amenicans, 32 Streel is simoly a place 1o go to satisfy their
pataie for its spice and legendary B8Q. But with all its abundanco and exubor-
ance, there's 3 noticeadis mMissing piece - 3 rade canterolice budding that can
take 32 Sireel 1o 8 whole rew siratasphare

"Dersagn Exhibition Cenies” on 312 Streel will be the eplcentar for all that's Korean
and Korsan-Amarican. Korean products can ba showcased parmanenify inindi
widual showrooms or wemporarily in booths during exhibtions. Of course, ail play-
ers ~imparters, distnbutors, the rde consulate, reight forwarcers, fravel agents,
bankers, [awyers - will want 1o bein this center for efficency and convenianca
and abso recognition.  The synergy thal will be creabed would be immeasuratle.

Mot only for industry and business, the Design Exhibrbon Center will be- also
busting with Kosean cultural shows and pedormances and corrmunity activities
and receptiong. The Design Exhiniion Center wil be the bridge between Korea
and America. I's the missing link in the labyrinth of 32~ Street

Hyungil Kong

K-Town (327 Swreel] has becoms symbolic of Korean cultune in New York Cify. | wil take great pnce in ensuring that
the history and ethricity of K-Town remairs intact durng this transition. The history that s cumrently reflected in the
Korean district shouid not be manpalated. | bebeve by making one small adjusiment to the present lighting, we maks
an astronoemical diference that would defindtely be noticeable to &l

Thw light level and signage is extremealy cnaclic. We hawe gone so long withoui change thal we have becoms
immurs to the chaos in which we live on a dally basis. s time to buckle dewn and develop our vary own K-Tawn
By enhancang the kghting in @ manner whach will nol take away any part of our hislony

The decign esncapt will Rave 3 fowing efsct Not onty does my concepl inclisge lighting, but also fmy plan it 1o usa
Informational fictures (hat would Be i direct contrast 1o e nexpressive fael of the area dunng the day when kghl-
ing i not a facior.

My goal is to upgrade the Hght levels with informational systems, which will add exciternent 1o K-Town. LED and L
technology would ba used for Bghting the sirests with color changing and infesmation seroans whasever possibla,

This design is modaled iowards brnging keminascance to K-Town. which will inevitably attract paopie of all walis of Ife

- Documeriary nioduidon. Ss Chee ! Models & research. Yun Jin Lee, Ho Joon Kim
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Gallery Korea is pleased to present "Beyond 32nd Street: New Visions of Koreatown in Manhattan,” an architectural
First Name design show of seven prominent young architects based in New York City. Through computer simulations and physical
models, these architects remake imaginatively a growing sector of Manhattan that is rich in character and culture:
Last Name
Koreatown.
u .. Download the free : = . : . : i
w KCSNY iPhone app With a substantial faith in the power of design to change attitudes, perceptions, and even lives, the group of architects
. suggests new architectural and urban schematic visions for the 32nd Street Koreatown in Manhattan, which has been
growing and sprawling since the 1970's. Jin Hwang, Yoon Gyoo Jang, Bockduk Jueng, Kyungil Kong, Do-Yong Um, Jeong
Hyun Yoon, and Hangman Zo project ameliorative urban environments and specific spaces to improve cultural
exchanges between Korea and the United States and to saturate Koreatown with a particular cultural personality.
Jin Hwang creates a restful new place that embodies the energy and optimism of New York City and Koreatown, bridging
nature and architecture.
Yoon Gyoo Jang and Jeong Hyun Yoon explore the meaning of 'gate,' which is considered to be located atthe end ofa
boundaryin any urban or architectural context. They confer a centric role to a newly designed gate.
Bockduk Jueng dreams of an ideal multi-purpose cultural complexthrough the plan "Design Exhibition Center." The
building in which diverse activities are happening will reinforce the epicenter of Korean community.
Kyungil Kong believes that by making one small adjustment to the present lighting, we can make an astronomical
difference that would definitely be noticeable to all. Mr. Kong upgrades the lighting level by information systems as well as
new lighting designs.
Do-Yong Um designs a Time Travel' program, which can provide a journey between the spaces of past, present and
future on each side of 32nd Street. Multiple exhibition spaces and a theater are included in his scheme.
Hangman Zo focuses on Koreatown as a commercial district. Mr. Zo connecls 32nd Street to "Jyuja-geori,” an ancient
Korean-style street marketplace.
www.koreanculture.org/?mid=ExhibitionsE&category=917&document_srl=988 1/2
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Korean Cultural Service New York
480 Park Avenue Bth Floor, New York, NY 10022

5/29/12 Exhibitions - "Beyond Koreatown: New Visions of 32nd Street in Manhattan"

An opening reception will be held on Wednesday, September 8, from 6 - 8 pm, with all artists present. The exhibition is
made possible by generous support from KLC and LG. Please contact curator Jin Yong Chung for further information at
(212) 759-9550 or nyarts @koreanculture.org.

Further information is also available at the Korean Cultural Service in New York. Gallery Korea, run by the Korean Cultural
Senice in New York, presents exhibitions devoted to diverse aspects of Korean and Korean diasporic culture, as well as
group shows featuring international artists.
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