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Korea and Korea Institute of Design Promotion. [global] Crisis & Design ver.1.0: Living in the Crisis is an initiative of the Institute of Multidisciplinarity for Art, Architecture and Design (IM) and
the first of a series of exhibitions focusing on topics in contemporary design, aimed at raising public interest and dialogue.
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Hangman ZO + Jiyoung SEO Architect
TAAL

One of the most impartant issues facing many countries around the world today is the effort
to safely procure energy resource. Some countries rely on military power to secure cheaper oil
supply, while others cantinue to build nuclear power plants, despite the devastating potentials
of asudden disaster. The answer to the question “Can these actions of securing power resources
really be providing us security?” has been exemplified through wars for oil and examples of
several historical nuclear disasters such as Chernobyl in 1986.

The Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster earlier this year has revived worldwide attention to the
risk of nuclear power, but this is not new to us. From the first atomic bombs of WWII to the
threat of nuclear warfare during the Cold War Era, fallout shelters have been in use since the
1960’s. After the event of September 11, it is not usual to see advertisement for fallout shelters
in recent years.

However, could we truly be protected in these fallout shelters? Does it really provide a means
of survival, or a mere grace period till the inevitable? Would we ever be faced with the dilemma
of watching neighbors die while hiding in radioactive fallouts? In a capitalistic society, more
wealth allows people access to better goods and services. In the movie “2012" a ticket to the
escape ship Noah's Ark on doomsday has a price tag of 1 billion dollars. Stories about “gun
thy neighbor” in the 1960, where people were willing to install machine guns to defend
their fallout shelters for their own safety, is not a far-fetched notion for us in today's more
individualistic society.

The ultimate crisis in the contemporary era is a loss of faith in humanity, where people stop
trusting each other in the face of survival. An even worse thing than the sudden extermination
of mankind through nuclear explosions and natural catastrophe is the situation we have today.
We can be charged with the decisien to eliminate athers for a sip of water, in a world where
government agencies control critical information and work against public trust for the safety
and interest of a particular group at a moment of disaster.

Fear of radiation leaks and the quest for the perpetuation of life in its midst, is essential to
human being’s continuous survival.

Fear 400 — D.1Y. Fallout Shelter - reveals primal anxiety of helpless human beings desperately
trying to make a humble shield against indefensible catastrophe, through transformation of
valuable belongings that used to define one’s identity into mere tools of survival. Items such as.
luxury bags and designer clathes and other objects of desire, teddy bears that hold childhood
memories, well-worn books, and photo albums, become meaningful only by their index of
Protective Factor, and not by their personal values or memories.

In contrast, Fear 400,000 — Five Star Fallout Shelter — is an interpretation of anxiety in todays’
complex saciety. It satirizes the hierarchy of safety that the wealthy could buy more safety in
situations of erisis. Similar to the penthouse of a luxury high-rise that offer wider views, larger
floor area, and better services, deeper shelter in the ground will provide a higher PF index, more
uncontaminated water, air, and better amenities, as well as longer survival. This would show a
bitter truth of the biggest contemporary crisis; the collapse of humanity.

D.LY Fallout Shelter: Fear 40 (2011}
Mixed Media 3'4”L X 3'4"W
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